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A text by Beppe Finessi will accompany the exhibition.
The double display of work by Umberto Riva and Giacomo Moor in the spaces of Fonderia Artistica
Battaglia on the occasion of the 2018 Salone del Mobile is motivated by a desire to emphasise the
theme of interdisciplinary cross-contamination between architecture and design, evidencing the
construction characteristics of the two new projects designed and conceived exclusively for Galleria
Giustini / Stagetti. This exhibition therefore evolves around two distinct collections that both use wood
as their primary material, with the aim of juxtaposing two authors that are very different but find common
ground in their profound knowledge of, and pleasure in, the deployment of the instruments, methods
and materials of traditional workmanship.
The collection designed by Umberto Riva, which consists of two tables, a sideboard or console table,
and a lamp, is entirely consistent with his highly personal research metier, focused on the development
of singular solutions, characterised by an open and dynamic design method.
The architecture and design of Umberto Riva are the result of a careful meditation on the many ways of
living in, and the diverse functions and uses of, domestic space. Articulated through the use of colour,
of light and of pure form, space, according to Umberto Riva, must advance multiple perspective
viewpoints, with the objective of stimulating, from a wide array of potential angles of vision, as many
different, subjective experiences of perception in the viewer.
This collection, presented in the spaces of Fonderia Artistica Battaglia for the first time, is certainly
charged with that same sculptural energy that has always distinguished Riva’s work: paired-down,
clean-lined objects that appear fragmentary, are never static, never symmetrical and consequently are
never immediately interpretable. As with his construction of spaces, Riva also seems to model objects
with a desire that they should reveal their details gradually, until finally they assert a dominant theme, so
that – for example – even the support of a table top achieves a sense of formal autonomy.
The scale translation of the forms and languages typical of architecture is a point of departure and a
notional source of energy for the new collection of furniture designed by Giacomo Moor, who, inspired
by a range of bridge designs, aims to explore the formal and structural relation between the arch and its
centring. The protagonists of this corpus of new work, consisting of a table, a writing-desk and a
shelving system, are the first and last stages of the Roman bridge building process: the wooden
centring, a temporary structure that is crucial to the construction of every bridge, and the peperino
stone paving. The result of this multifaceted exploration is a union between the fragmentary lines that
characterise the centring and the typical aesthetic of the arch, achieved by the layering of stone facing
slabs called conci. This union has the final objective of creating an architectural micro-universe for
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interiors, which as well as answering to exacting functional requirements, celebrates the supreme
structural form: the arch, which more than any other, is an archetypal architectural figure, which
everyone can recognise.
Umberto Riva (Milan, 1928) is an Italian architect and designer. He studied architecture at Venice,
graduating in 1959; his professional activity began at Milan in 1960. His projects are evolved on diverse
scales ranging from urban spaces to individual buildings, landscape and interiors, and furnishing to
furniture and lamp design – among which are pieces produced by Fontana Arte, Barovier & Toso and
Francesconi. From the 1960s onward his works have been published in the principal design journals.
His projects have been exhibited in many venues including the Paris Biannual and the Milan Tri-annual.
Since 1999 he has been a member of the Accademia di San Luca and in 2003 he was awarded the
gold medal for architecture at the Milan Tri-annual.
Giacomo Moor (Milan, 1981). From the planning of experimental collections to the production of tailor
made furnishings, the designer Giacomo Moor achieves through his practice the dual resolution of
ideation and realisation. In his studio/carpentry-shop at Milan, Moor refines and defines his ideas: he
designs products for companies, he creates limited editions, he produces unique pieces for private
clients, and he is engaged in every step of the production process. Constantly striving to improve
carpentry techniques, he unites precision and formal rigour in design with the sensitivity of manual
craftsmanship. Giacomo Moor was nominated the Best Young Designer by Elle Décor Italia during
EDIDA 2016, and in the same year he was nominated winner of the BestYoungDesigner Award at the
Salone del Mobile. In 2017 he won the Wallpaper Award with his work Kit del Legnamè.
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